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Welcome back after the half-term, we hope you have all had a lovely Easter 

break. It’s been a few months since our last newsletter so this one is jam-packed! 

Young Carers in Schools Award Update 
 

We are delighted to confirm that the scheme has been funded to continue to 

take applications from schools across England for the Young Carers in Schools 

Award.  Confirmed submissions dates are: 

 

Friday 26th May 2017 
 

Friday 21st July 2017 
 

Applying for an award provides the unique opportunity for your school to gain 

England-wide recognition for good practice, and to showcase the quality of your 

school’s vital support for Young Carers to pupils, families and Ofsted. 
 

We have both Romiley Primary and Werneth High School that have recently 

applied for their Bronze Awards. We are keeping everything crossed for both 

schools.  We also seen fantastic progress from several schools working towards 

the award:- 

 

St James’ High School 

Kingsway School 

Meadowbank Primary  

Cale Green 

 

Keep up the great work!                                 

Headteacher Mr Beesley and Pastoral Manager Caroline Chadwick 

signing the whole school commitment to Young Carers in St James’ High 

School 

Run jointly by Carers Trust and The Children’s Society, we 

are improving the identification and support of young carers 

in schools across the country, so that they get the help 

they need. This initiative was initially funded by The 

Queen’s Trust and The Big Lottery Fund.  

http://www.carers.org/
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
http://www.queenstrust.org.uk/
http://www.queenstrust.org.uk/
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/


Professional Development Training Session 
 

Following on from the success of the previous training session we have decided to 

hold another one before the end of this school year. 
 

You are invited to attend our free Young Carer training event on Monday the 3rd 

of July at the Heaton’s Centre. This training will give you the tools to identify, 

support and monitor Young Carers in your Schools. We look at ways of improving 

the educational outcomes for Young Carers and on the back of this we look at 

how your school can gain the Young Carers in Schools Award. This event is a 

great opportunity to share ideas and best practice with other Stockport Schools. 

We had a similar event earlier on in the year so this can also be used as a 

refresher from that or an opportunity to share best practice.  
 

National statistics indicate as many as 1 in 12 pupils could be young carers. They 

are now covered under the vulnerable pupil group, specifically mentioned in the 

Ofsted Common Inspection Handbook, 2016. We will identify ways to improve 

provision for Young Carers.  In addition you will gain the tools to build a robust 

support package within your school.  The training is free and available for school 

staff. The places are limited so we encourage you to book your place ASAP. The 

training will start at 9:30am and we will finish for 12:30pm. Tea, coffee and 

pastries will be provided. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 

Please copy/follow this link to book your place 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/copy-of-supporting-young-carers-in-school-free-

training-stockport-tickets-33886215583 

Introducing our new Secondary and College Liaison Worker 
 
My name is Jennifer Leigh, I have been volunteering for Signpost evening groups for 
over a year and I am very passionate about the Charity. I am delighted to be the new 
Secondary School and College Liaison for Signpost. My main aims are to raise the 
profiles of Young Carers in Schools/Colleges by putting them on their radar. 
 
I am looking into a new way of working in partnership with the Secondary Schools 
through more targeted sessions. The aim is to spend a morning or an afternoon a 
month in the Schools doing mini 1-2-1 sessions and drop-in’s in the break time. The 
reason for this is to give the Young Carers more regular 1-2-1 support with Signpost 
to identify how Signpost and the School can help them. 
 
Any questions please drop me an email on: jennifer@signpostforcarers.org.uk 



ASSEMBLIES, PSHE WORKSHOPS, STAFF TRAINING AND OPEN EVENINGS 
 
Firstly please let us thank all the schools that have invited us to come and deliver our 

assembly. Over the past few months we have been into Cale Green, St Elisabeths, St Philips, 

St Matthews and St Thomas’.  We have also been in to deliver some PSHE workshops in Cale 

Green, St Matthews and Kingsway School. All the children behaved exceptionally, listened 

intently and asked some very poignant questions. Also a huge thanks for those schools that 

have committed to putting a robust support and identification process in place for Young 

Carers. It is lovely finding out the different ways in which you support Young Carers in your 

schools. One last thank you, to St Elisabeths for welcoming us to their open evening. It was a  

great opportunity for us to meet some of the parents and for them to see that we are working 

in cooperatively with the school to support Young Carers. If your school would like to access 

any of the above please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Remember are services our completely 

free. 

Keeping up to date and Transition 

 

We have recently had several Young Carers move schools where the new school 

isn’t aware that the pupil has been identified. Can we politely ask that you inform 

the new receiving school that the pupil is a Young Carer and what support they 

have received in the past. It would also be good practice to notify us either by 

phone or email. 

 

We endeavour to make Secondary Schools aware of the Young Carers 

transitioning from Primary, but once again, we appreciate if you can keep us 

informed of any changes. 

 

If you have any questions over identification and support for Young Carers in 

school, please just get in touch. We are happy to help and provide training. 

Celebrating success 
 

On the 21st of March we attended Stockport’s celebrating success evening. The evening is 

about celebrating the fantastic achievements of Young Carers, Children in Care and Children 

with disabilities within Stockport. There was a full award ceremony, professional photographs, 

food and a disco for all the family. The Mayor of Stockport and other dignitaries were in 

attendance to congratulate the children.   We had a total of 20 Young Carers nominated for 

awards on the night. All our Stockport Young Carers received a framed award and High street 

shopping vouchers. Well done to all the children whose successes were celebrated! 
 

If you would like to nominate a Young Carer in your school, please get in touch towards the end 

of the year. We will communicate the information in a newsletter nearer the time. 



TIMPSON ANNOUNCES PLANS TO IMPROVE YOUNG CARER IDENTIFICATION 

 

The Department for Education is drawing up plans to make it easier to identify children and 

young people who have caring responsibilities, with a cross-government strategy due to be 

published in the summer, children's minister Edward Timpson has confirmed.  Children's 

minister Edward Timpson said the DfE is working on ways to better identify young carers.  

 

Speaking in parliament Timpson said DfE officials are currently 

"exploring various policy avenues" in order to help local 

authorities, schools and professionals improve the identification 

and support of young carers and their families. 

 

"This will lead to a contribution from DfE setting out our vision 

and future plans which will be part of the cross-government 

Carers Strategy led by the Department of Health and due to be 

published by Summer 2017," he said. 

 

Timpson said the plans are being drawn up based on the findings of its own research as well as 

a report published earlier this year by the children's commissioner for England, Anne 

Longfield. 

 

Based on data from more than 100 local authorities, Longfield's report found that as many as 

130,000 children aged between five and 17 with caring responsibilities may be unknown to local 

authorities.   

 

Anna Morris, young carers lead at the Carers Trust, said government plans to set out a vision 

for young carers is desperately needed if they and their families are to be better supported 

and identified.  "Despite legislation to improve young carers rights in 2015, many young carers 

remain unidentified and unsupported, putting their health and life chances at risk," she said.  

 

"The Carers Strategy will need to ensure schools, local authorities and other professionals are 

equipped to identify children with caring responsibilities early, ensure they have access to 

support and that they are able to enjoy and achieve at school and in their personal lives." 

 

DfE research, also published in January, found that young carers continue to be fearful of 

being identified because of concerns about what action social services may take. 

 

The report states that access to support services was dependent upon parents and their 

children having their fears of the consequences of disclosure allayed by professionals and of 

having a good awareness and understanding of what support services were available. 

 

A second phase of the research is now taking place to give a greater insight into the extent of 

how many hidden young carers there are in England. 

 

A call for evidence on the Carers Strategy closed in July 2016, having been open for two 

months. 



National Carers Week 12-18th June 2017 
 

Carers Week is an annual campaign to raise awareness of caring, highlight the challenges 

carers face and recognise the contribution they make to families and communities throughout 

the UK. 
 

The campaign is brought to life by thousands of individuals and organisations who come 

together to organise activities and events throughout the UK, drawing attention to just how 

important caring is. 
 

We are asking schools to show their support by raising awareness of Young Carers that week. 

We have some availibilty left for Assemblies that week, so please get in touch ASAP to book. 

If you wish to show your own support you could have; 
 

-A non-uniform day 
 

-A bake sale or raffle, or 
 

-Run you own Young Carer workshops (Packs can be provided) 

http://www.carersweek.org/get-involved/events-near-you 

‘Young Carers are children and young people who provide care to another family 

member who has a physical illness/disability; mental ill health; sensory disability 

or has a problematic use of drugs or alcohol. The level of care they provide would 

usually be undertaken by an adult and as a result of this has significant impact on 

their normal childhood’ 

 

We have now increased our age range to 25 years, so we can support young adult 

carers. If you wish to refer a young carer or young adult carer and want to dis-

cuss what support is available please contact the team on 947 4690. 

Half-term/Easter Activities 
 

Over the half term we ran 2 Young Carer drop-in 

days, an Easter Egg hunt and a trip to the MOSI 

Museum. The lovely staff at Sainsbury's Hazel Grove 

donated 20 Easter eggs to the charity, making sure 

that all the Young Carers that attended got an egg 

each. We are hoping to have 2 drops-in’s over 

Whitsun week and hopefully some days out to the 

seaside. 

Thank you once again to Sainsbury's for the 

wonderful  generosity. 
2 lucky peeps with their 

chocolate rewards 

http://www.carersweek.org/get-involved/events-near-you

